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2 CORNEWALL LEWIS (1836), p.xxiii.
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GLOSSARY

AGE COHORT HEAPING: A term used in demography (i.e. the
study of populations) to describe the clustering of a population
imto particular age-group brackets. Typically, a migrant popula-
tion will be heaped in the younger, adult age-groups, 15-45 years
old. These groups will then produce children, maintaining a
vouthful overall profile before gradually flattening out, in statisti-
cal terms, to mirror the wider population. By the time such
communities produce grandchildren, the part of the population
born in Ireland will typical heap towards the older age categories
(i.e. 50 yrs and over). This is especially true when the replenish-

ment rates decline, which they did in the case of the Irish during
the post-Famine years.

CHARTIST/CHARTISM: So labelled because its demands for
reforms were captured in the six points of what was known as the
‘People’s Charter’ (1837), presented to Parliament along with a
petition of support for its implementation in 1838. All but the last
of the six points have since passed into UK law. The points are
universal manhood suffrage; the secret ballot; abolition of the
property qualification for members of parliament; payment of
MPs; equal electoral districts; and annual parliaments.

‘CONDITION OF ENGLAND’: ‘England is full of wealth, of
multifarious produce, supply for human want in every kind; yet
England is dying of inanition. What an iniquity of ways and
means!” So wrote Thomas Carlyle, Past and Present, Book 1 (1843).
Carlyle used the term to capture the economic inequality, social
problems and moral decline which he associated with industrial-
ism and urban modernisation. This was the context in which mass
[rish immigration was observed and denigrated.

PARTICIPATION RATES: These focus on comparisons between
(in this case) the labour force participation of Irish and non-Irish
labour, i.e. the proportion of each group which is economically
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active and in work. Being younger, migrant populations wi]

usually have a higher participation rate.

ULTRAMONTANE/ULTRAMONTANISM: The term ‘Ultramon-
tane’ (ultra montes, ‘beyond the mountains’) derives from the fact
that, for most Europeans, the pope is a leader who lives ‘beyond
the mountains’, i.e. the Alps. It denotes an integral and active
Catholicism. Though the term was in existence long beforehand,
it became particularly popular in the early nineteenth century as
the Catholic Church defended itself against the secularising influ-
ences of the French Revolution. In Irish Catholic history the term
suggests a greater degree of strict liturgical practice and a
coherent and singular church.
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for a wide range of fears and anxicties. The
negative terms in which they were
described by contemporaries have until
recently continued (o distort perceptions
of their history: More recent work,
however, has brought to light the variety of
their experience, and the extent to which
the migrants were not merely passive
victims but central actors in their own

sl()ry.

DONALD MACRAILD IS PROFESSOR OF
HISTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
UISTER. ! - :

’ /

ISSN No. 0-947807-03-8
ISBN No. 978-0-047897-05




