











































































































































































































GLOSSARY 61

tithe in Ireland was nearer to one-eleventh of the value of the
product of a holding.

Tithe proctor: An individual who bought from a clergyman the
right to collect the parish tithe, and then made a profit on the
transaction by charging more than the original rate.

Pastorini: The pen-name (literally ‘the little pastor’) of Charles
Walmsely, whose late eighteenth-century theological works were
misinterpreted at popular level as prophecies heralding the extir-
pation of Protestantism. The ‘Pastorini prophecies’ caused a huge
sense of expectation in the Ireland of the 1820s.

Tenant right: This term was difficult to define, even for contem-
poraries. Though some described it as the right of an outgoing
tenant to compensation for improvements he had carried out on
the holding, it was generally believed to mean the interest or
stake of the tenant in the holding he occupied.

Three Fs: These were the main demands of the Tenant League of
the 1850s: Fair rent (a tenant’s right to an equitable rent to be
fixed by an independent body other than the landlord), fixity of
tenure (security of occupancy once the rent was paid) and
freedom of sale (the right of an outgoing tenant to sell his
‘tenant right’, i.e. his interest in his holding).

Tiarnai beaga: ‘Little lords’, a derogatory term used in pre-famine
Ireland to refer to aspiring farmers who, either in reality or in the
popular perception, lorded it over their social inferiors.
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