






































































































































GLOSSARY 

nacre: Th ubletting of land for a season or for eleven 
n1onth . Those taking conacre in pre-famine Ireland were usually 
landle labourers or smallholders who took small plots of land 
for growing potatoes, while in the post-famine period large tracts 
of land were let out to more prosperous individuals for the 
grazing of cattle and sheep. 

Cosmhuintir. This literally translates as 'the people at the foot [of 
society]'. It referred generally to the lower levels of rural society, 
i.e. the poor, landless labourers, and small holders. 

Cottier: In pre-famine Ireland this term was generally applied to a 
labourer who held a cabin and small plot of land under the 
farmer who employed him. The cottier frequently paid his rent in 
labour, though cash payment was not unknown. 

Droch-shaol: 'Bad times' . This Irish language term was used inter­
changeably to refer ( 1) specifically to the Great Famine of the 
1840s and (2) more generally to times of economic hardship in 
the past. 

Improvement: In the context of pre-famine Ireland this term 
generally applied to the introduction of new modes of transport 
(the canal and turnpike roads), new and modern forms of 
agricultural production and land distribution, and the better­
ment of individuals through the development of education. 

Lazy beds: Strips of land on which potatoes were cultivated by 
laying them on the surface and covering them with soil from a 
trench on either side of the strip. 

Rundale: A system of landholding in which strips of land were 
distributed among several tenants to ensure that all had access to 
land of different qualities. In this arrangement, land was 
frequently held in partnership between two or more tenants. 

Tithe: The levy on agricultural produce for the upkeep of the 
clergy of the Established Church. Literally meaning 'one-tenth', 
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tithe in Ireland was nearer to one-eleventh of the value of the 
product of a holding. 

Tithe proctor: An individual who bought from a clergyman the 
right to collect the parish tithe, and then made a profit on the 
transaction by charging more than the original rate. 

Pastorini: The pen-name (literally 'the little pastor') of Charles 
Walmsely, whose late eighteenth-century theological works were 
misinterpreted at popular level as prophecies heralding the extir­
pation of Protestantism. The 'Pastorini prophecies' caused a huge 
sense of expectation in the Ireland of the 1820s. 

Tenant right: This term was difficult to define, even for contem­
poraries. Though some described it as the right of an outgoing 
tenant to compensation for improvements he had carried out on 
the holding, it was generally believed to mean the interest or 
stake of the tenant in the holding he occupied. 

Three Fs: These were the main demands of the Tenant League of 
the 1850s: Fair rent (a tenant's right to an equitable rent to be 
fixed by an indepepdent body other than the landlord), fixity of 
tenure (security of occupancy once the rent was paid) and 
freedom of sale (the right of an outgoing tenant to sell his 
'tenant right', i.e. his interest in his holding). 

Tiarnai beaga: 'Little lords', a derogatory term used in pre-famine 
Ireland to refer to aspiring farmers who, either in reality or in the 
popular perception, lorded it over their social inferiors. 
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